fellow man. ~ 
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AND SEASONS. 


BOOK-OF DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 
This book is being stereotyped, and will be 


4 


}the earth; and the arm:of the Lord. shall 


| printed im the spring; but many of out readers || be “revealed; agd the day cometh, that 


they who will not hear the voice of the 
Lord, neither the voice of his. servants, 
jneither give heed’to the words of the 
| prophets, and apostles, shail be cut off 
jfrom among the péople: for they have 
istrayea from mine ordinances, ave 
| broken mine everlasting coves ey 
jseek not the Lord to establish . his” right- 
eousness, but every mun walketh in, his 
own way, and afier the imege of his own 
god, whose image is in the likeness of the 
world, and whose substance is that of un 
idol, which waxeth old and shall perish in 
Babyloa, even Babylon the great, which 
shall falls 

4 Wherefore] the Lord, knowing the 
calamity which should come upon the in- 
habitants of the earth, called upon my 


being deprived the privilege of perusing its val- 
uable pages, we insert the first section of the 
second part, which will boread with deep in- 
terest by many of our friends. 


- *SECTION 1. . 


1 Hearken, O ye people of my church, 
saith the voice of him who dwells on high, 
and whose eyes are upon all men; yea, 
verily. I say, hearken ye people from afar, 
and ye that are upon the islands of the 
sea, listen together; for verily the. voice of | 
the Lord is unto all men, and there is none 
to escape, and there is.no eye that shall 
not see, neither ear that shail not, hear, 
neither heart that shall not be penetrated: / 
and the febellious shall be pierced .with/ 
much sorrow, for their be 
spoken upon the house-tops, and their se-ji servant Joseph Smith jr«'apd spake unto 
cret acts shall be revealed; and the voice}! him from co a gave him com- 
of warning shall be unto al! people, by the} mandments; and alot gave command- 
mouihs of my disciples, whom | have cho-} ments to others, that they should proclaim 
sen in these last days, and they shall &| these things utito the wofld; and all this 
forth.and pone shall stay them, for I the} that it might be fulfilled, which was writ- 
Lord have commanded them: jten by the prophets: the weak things of 

2 Behold, this is mine authority, and|ithe world shalt cone’ forth and break 
the authority of my servants, and ‘MY iidown the mighty and strong ones; that 
preface unto the book of my command-|| man should not counsel his Fellows man, 
mente, which ] have given them to pub-| neither trust in the arm of flesh, butsthat 
ish unto you © inhabitants of tae earth:}every man might speak) id the crnie of 
wherefore fear and tremble, O ye people, God, the Lord, even» the~Skvint tle: 
for what I the Lord have decreed, in| worlds that faith also ‘mightriveratee is 
them, shalt. be fulfilled. And verily, Iithe earth; that mine overlustiig covenant 
say usto you, that. they who forth. |} might be established; thatthe ‘fulness of 


bearing these tidings unto the inhabitants} my gospel might be’ prochimed by thie 
of the earth, ta them is ge given tol) weak and the simple, uhte thé ends of the 
seal both on earth and in heaven, the up-|iworld, and before kings and rulerses ©” 
believing rebellious; yea,. verily, tol) Behold am God and have spokew it: 
seal them up unto the day when the wrath} these commundments are of me, and wero 
of God poured out upon the wick-}! given unto my servants theif weakriess, 
ed without measure; unto the day when fafter the manner their language, that 
the-Lord shall come to recompense umtolthey might come to understahiing; und 
évery man acccording to his work, and}igasmuch as they erred it miglit be made 
measure to every mun according to the} known; and inasmuch as sough: 
measure which he has measured to wisdom, they might ins!ucted¥and 
| inasmuch they sinned théy “wight be 
3 Wherefore the voicé.of the Lord is} hastened) that they, might réetity ‘nad 
unto the ends.ofthe earth, that all os they were» hethbley: they 
hear: prepare ye, prepare timight be mide strong, and’ Com 
ye that which is to come, for the Lord ison high, and receive ledge from time 
nigh; anger of the Lord is kin-| tofime: ard afier having reegived the ro- 
his sword is bathed in heaven, {cord of the Nephites, yea, even. my ser- 


hand it shall all upon. the, i pts of 
| 
4 
. 
7 
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vant Joseph Smith jr. might have powerfand military works of defence, as record- 


to translate through the mercy of God, by ed in the American Antiquities, by Josiah 


the power of God, the book of Mormon: 
and also those to whom these command. 
ments were given, might have power to lay 
the foundation of this church,and to bring it 
forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness, 
the only true and living church upon the 
face of the whole earth, with which I the 
Lord am well pleased, speaking unto the 
church collectively and not individually; 
for I the Lord cannot look upon sin with 
the least degree of allowance: neverthe- 
less, he that repents and does the com- 
mandments of the Lord, shall be forgiven, 
and he that repents not, front him shall 
be taken even the light which he has re- 
ceived, for my Spirit shall not always 
strive with man, saith the Lord of hosts. 

6 And again, verily I say unto you, O 
inhabitants of the earth, | the Lord am 
willing to make these things known unto 
ali flesh, for I am no respecter of persons, 
and willeth that all men shall know that 
the day speedily cometh, the hour is not 
yet, but is nigh at hand, when peace shall 
be taken from the earth, and the devil 
shall have power over his own dominion; 
and also, the Lord shall have power over 
his saints, and shall reign in their midst, 
and shall come down in judgment upon 
Idumea, or the world. 

7 Search these commandments, for 
they are true and faithful, and the proph- 
ecies and promises which are in them 
shall all be fulfilled. 

8 What I the Lord have spoken, I have 

ken, and [| excuse not myself, and 
though the heavens and the earth pass 
away, my word shall not pass away, but 
shall a}l be fulfilled, whether by mine own 
voice, or by the voice of my servants, it 
is the same: for behold, and lo, the Lord 
is God, and the Spirit beareth record, and 
the record is true, and the truth abideth 
forever and ever: Amen. 


EVIDENCES IN PROOF OF THE 
-BOOK OF MORMON. 
We bave laying before us, a neat little work 


of 256 pages, 22 mo. entitled ‘Evidences in 
_ proof of the Book of Mormon” &c. By Charles 
Thompsoniminister of the gospel; published at 
Batavia, N. ¥. We are much pleased with 
the spirit manifested by the writer, and fee} to} 


commend him in his laudable undertaking. 
We make the following extracts, commenc- | 
on the 97th page. 


~T will next introduce the description|| works on the Licking, 


Priest, ard also introduce a history ot 
the building of these fortifications and 
works of defence, ae recorded in the 
Book of Mormon; and I will here re- 
mark, that the Book of Mormon was 
published in A. D. 1830, and the 
American Antiquities, by Josiah Priest, 
was not published untill A. D. 1833, 
three years after. Antiquities, page 158 
and 159, “Near Newark io the county 
of Licking, Ohio, is situated one of the 
immense works or fortifications of the 
ancient nations of America. It embra- 
ces in the whole, a circumferance of 
about six hundred rods, or nearly two 
miles; a wall of earth about four hun- 
dred rods, is raised on ‘the sides of this 
fort next to the small creek which comes 
down along its sides from the west and 
east. It would seem that the people who 
made this settlement, undertook to en- 
compass, witha wall, as much land as 
would support its inhabitants, and also 
sufficient to build their dwellings on, with 
several fortifications arranged in a prop-. 
er manner for its defence. There are 
within its ranges four of these forts, of 
different dimensions; one contains forty 
acres, with a wall of about ten feet high; 


janother containing twenty-two acres, 


also walled, but in this fort is an elevated 
observatory, of sufficient height to over- 
look the whole country; a third fort, con- 
taining about twenty-six acres, having a 
wall around it-thrown out of a deep ditch 
on the inside of the wall. This wall is 
now from twenty-five to thirty feet in 
height. “A fourth fortification encloses 
twenty acres with a wall of about ten 
feet high.” 

Book of Mormon, page 378, 2nd Ed., 
“Now it came to pass that while Amalic- 
kiah had thus been obtaigjng power by 
fraud and deceit, Moroni on the other 
hand, had been preparing the minds of 
the people to be faithful unto the Lord 
their God, yea,he had been strengthening 
the armies of the Nephites, and erecting 
small -forts or places of resort, throwing 


up banks of earth round about to encloso © 


his armies, and also building walls of 
stone to encircle them round about their 
cities and the borders of their lands.” 
Antiquities, page 160, **A second fort 
si uated southwesterly from the great 
encloses about 


some of these ancient fortifications\ forty acres; its wall is ertirely of stone 


ee 
| 
| 
| 


Antiquities, page 163, ‘‘At Circleville, 
Ohio, there is a circular fort surrounded 
by two walls with a deep ditch between 
them; also, a square fort about eighteen 
rods in circumference enclosed by a wall 
without a ditch.” 

Book of Mormon, page 382, ‘Now 
behold, the Lamanites could not get into 
their forts of security by any other way 
save by the entrance, because of the 
highness of the bank which had been 
thrown up and the depth of the ditch 
which had been dug round about, save it 
was by the entrance.” 

Antiquities, page 165, ‘‘Near the round 
fort at Circleville is another fort ninety 
feet, high and was doubtless erected to 
overlook the whole works of that enor- 
mous military establishment. That it 
was a military establishment is the de- 
cided opinien of the President of the 
Western Antiquarian Society, Mr. At- 
water. He says the round fort was 
picketed in, if we are to judge from the 
appearance of the ground onand about 
the walls. Half way up the outside of 
the inner wa!l, is a place distirctly to be 
seen, where a row of pickets once stood, 
and where it was placed when this work 
of defence was originally erected. These 
works have been examined by the first 
military men now living in the United 
States, and they have uniformly declared 
their opinion to be, that they were mulita- 
_ry works of defence.” 

Book of Mormon, page 383, 2nd Ed.. 
‘‘And now it came to pass that Moroni 
did not stop making preparation for war, 
or to defend his people against the La- 
manites, for he caused that his armies 
should commence in the commencement 
of the twentieth year of the reign of the 
Judges, that they should commence in 
digging up heaps of earth round about all 
the cities throughout all the land which 


was by the Nephites; and upon 
the top of the ridges of earth, he caused 
that should be timbers, yea, works 


of timbers built up to the height of a 
man, round about the cities. And he 
caused that upon those works of timbers 
there should be a frame of pickets built 
upon the timbers, round about, and they 
were strong and high; and he caused 
towers to be erected that overlooked 
those works of pickets. And he caused 
places of security to be built upon those 
towers, that the stones and arrows of the 
Lamanites could not burt them; and they 


were prepared, that they could cast 
stones from the top thereof, according to 
their pleasure and their strength, and 
slay him who should attempt to approach 
near the walls of the city. “Thus Moroni 
did prepare strong holds against the com- 
ing of their enemies, round about every 
— all the land.” 

he foregoing is but a few of the cor- 
respoading accounts of fortificaticns and 
works of defence there are to be found in 
the Book of Mormon and American 
Antiquities, but these are sufficient to 
show to the public that the people whose 


history is contained in the Book of Mor- . 


mon, are the authors of these works.— 
But again; as we trace the history of 
this people down through succeeding 
generations, we find that one Gadiantun, 
a robber, rose up and organized a vand 
to rob and plunder. These robbers pre- 
pared strong holds and secret places in 
the mountains, to which they could flee, 
and be secure when the armies of the 
Nephites pursued them. Some of these 
strong holds and secret places were dis- 
covered in 1832--two years after the 
Book of Mormon was published—by a 
Mr. Fur n, and communicated to the 
editor of the Christian Advocate and 
Journal. This account is recorded or 
page 169 of the American Antiquities. 

r. Furguson describes this discovery 
as follows: 

“On a mountain called the Lookout 
Mountain, belonging to the vast Allegany 
chain, running between the Tennessee 
and Coos rivers, rising about one thou- 
sand feet above the level of the surround- 
ing valley. The top of the mountain is 
mostly level, but presents to the eve an 
almost barren waste. On this range, 
notwithstanding its hieght, a river has 
its source and after traversing it for 
about seventy miles, plunges over a prec- 
ipice. The rock from which the water 
falls, is circular, and juts over considera- 
bly. Immediately below tthe fali, on 
each side of the river, are bluffs, which 
rise about two hundred feet. Around 
one of these bluffs the river makes a bend 
which gives it the form of a Peninsula. 
On the top of this are the remains of 


what is esteemed fortifications, which . 


consist of a stone wal! built on the very 
brow of this tremendous ledge. The 
whole length of the wall, following the 
very course of the brink of this preci- 


pice, is thirty-seven rods and eight feet, 
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including about two acres of ground. 
The only descent from this place is be- 
tween two rocks, for about thirty :eet, 
when a bench of the ledge presents itself 
from two to five feet in width and ninety 
feet long. This bench is the only road 
or path up from the water’s edge to the 
summit. But just at the foot of the two 
rocks where they reach this path and 
within thirty feet of the top of the rock, 
are five rooms, which have been formed 
by dint of labor. The entrance to these 
rooms is very small, but when within, 
they are found to communicate with 
each other by doors or appertuses.”’ 

Mr. Furguson thinks them to have 
been constructed during some dreadful 
war, and those who constructed them, to 
have acted on the defensive; and believes 
that twenty men could have withstood 
the whole army of Xerxes, as i* was 
impossible for more than one to pass at 
atime, and might by the slightest push, 
be hurled at least an hundred and fifty 
feet down the rocks. 

Book of Mormon, page 479, 2nd Ed., 
‘And it came to pass that the ninety and 
third year (of tne reign of the Judges 
over the people of Nephi) did also pass 
away in peace, save it was for the Gadi- 
anton robbers, who dwelt upon the Moun- 
tains, who did infest the land; for so 
strong were their holds and their secret 
places, that the people could not over- 
power them; therefore they did commit 
many murders, and did do much slaugh- 
ter among the people.’”’ Again; Book 
of Mormon, page 481, ‘‘And it came to 
pass in the commencement of the four- 
teenth year, (form the time the sign was 
given of the birth of Christ,) the war 
between the robbers and the people of 
Nephi did continue, and did become ex- 
ceeding sore; nevertheless the people of 
Nephi did gain some advantage of the 
robbers. insomuch that they did drive them 
back out of their land into the mountains 
and into their secret places.” Again; 
Book of Mormon, page 485, 2nd Ed., 
‘‘But it came to pass thatin the latter 
end of the eighteenth year, those armies 
of roober#had prepared for battle and 
began to come down and to sally forth 
from the hills, and out of the mountains 
and the .wilderness, and their strong 
holds and their secret »luces, and began 
to take possession of tie lands.” And 
en the 487 and 455 pages, we are in- 
fermed how these robbers were finally 


destroyed; it was by a stratagem. A 
part of the Nephite armies getting be- 
tween the robbers and their secret places 
and strong holds, by which they were 
cut off in their retreat. 

This again, is evidence that the Book 
of Mormon is true, and that this band of 
robbers were the constructors of this strong 
hold and these secret rooms which Mr. 
Furguson has described; for mark! this 
discovery was not made untill two years 
after the Pook of Mormon was published, 
consequently the writer of the Book of 
Mormon could not have written this tale 
concerning the robbers, to account for 
the construction of those caverns, for it 
was not known that there was such a 
place in existence, until after the book 
was written anJ published. And thus 
we have abundance of proof from recent 
discoveries, American Antiquities and 
prophecy, that the history contained in 
the Book of Mormon is true. 

Again; this history inrfoms us that 
about four hundred years after Christ, 
this nation of Nephites were brought 
down and destroyed by the Lamanites; 
and this beeause they became proud and 
lifted up, practising all manner of wick- 
edness and abominations, and they re- 
fused to repent when God sent men to 
warn them to repent and turn again unto 
God; therefore because they were more 
wicked than the Lamanites, God stirred 
up the Lamanites to camp against them 
round about, and to raise forts against 
them with a mount, and thus they were 
brought down. But just before their 
final overthrow, u man by fhe name of 
Mormon took their record containing 
their history .and sacred writings, from 
the time they left Jerusalem, (the city 
where David dwelt,) unto his days, and 
made an abridgement therefrom, and 
engraved it upon plates which hs made 
out of ore. These plates, after Mor- 
mon’s death, fell into the hands of Moro- 
ni, his son, who survived the entire de- 
struction of the Nephites, finished the 
record, and deposited it in a stone box 
in the earth, that it might not be destroy- 
ed; to come forth in due time for a sign 
to Israel, that the time of their redemp- 
tion had come. And also, in connection 
with the Bible, to be set up ag an ensign 
for the nations; and thus, this nation of 
Nephites possessing the light of God’s 
revelation, which constituted them Ariel, 
or Lion of God, and being ‘‘o{ the city 
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where David dwelt,” (that is, having 
come out from Jerusalem,) was brought 
down and their words having been writ- 
ten and hid up in the earth and come 
forth again out of the earth, they “speak 
out of the grouad and their voice whis- 
pers out of the dust.” 3 

This account also agrecs with the 
Indian traditions which I have quoted in 
a former part of this work. I[t says, that 
their forefathers were once in possession 
of a sacred Book, which was handed 
down from generation to generation, and 
at last hid in the earth; but these oracles 
are to be restored to them again and 
then they shall triumph over their ene- 
mies and regain their anciert country. 

But again, when this Book was taken 
from the place of its deposite, the words 
thereof were delivered to the learned Dr. 
Mitchel of New York, with a request 
that he should read them, but he could 
not; thus fulfilling the llth verse of the 
29th chapter of Tsaiah, which says, the 
words of a book which issealed men 
deliver to one that is learned, saying, 
read this | pray thee; and he saith | can- 
not for it is sealed. And the book is de- 
livered to him that is not learned, say- 
ing read this | pray thee; and he saiih | 
am not learned. Wherefore the Lord 
said, forasmuch as this people, (the peo- 
ple of this .generation,) draw near me 
with their mouths, and with their lips 
do honor me; but have removed their 
hearts far from me, and their fear to- 
wards me is taught by the psecepts of 
men; therefore bchold, | will proceed to 
do a marvelous work among this people, 
even a marvelous work and a wonder: 
for the wisdom of their wise men shall 
perish, aud the understanding of their 
prudent men shall be hid. And this he 
has done— 

First; by inspiring the unlearned Jo- 
seph Smith, anc giving him wisdom and 
power from on high, with the-means 
which were before prepared, to read and 
translate the Book of Mormon, the words 
of which the learned Dr. Mitchel could 
not read; thus the wisdom of the wise 
has perisked and the understanding of 
the prudent is hid. | 

Secondly.—By raising up and inspir- 
ing illiterate and unlearned men, and 
sending them forth with the Book of Mor- 
mon in connection with the Bible, as an en- 
sign for the nations, to preach the fulness of 
the gospel, and to build up the kingdom of 


God on the earth, in direct opposition to 
all the jarring systems of modern secta- 
rianism, and giving them knowledge and 
wisdom from on high, insomuch that 
they have been enabled to confound, ae 
tonish and bring to shame, confusion, 
and disgrace, every wise and learned 
man who has dared to oppose them by 
fair arguments or candid investigation. 
Thirdly.—It is a marvel and a wondet 
to this generation .that this work has 
spread so rapidly under the following 
circumstances: First, the men who were 
engaged in preaching this doctrine were 
men of no influence, being the poor, illit- 
erate, and despised ones of the earth. 
Second, —they had not the advantages of 
education which the most of the preach- 
ers of the different denominations have. 
Third,—the advantages of that mighty 
engine, the press, which all the Chris- 
tain world are so highly blessed with, 
they were almost whoily destitute of, 
while at the same time its power was put 
in requisition against them in all parts 
of the land. It is true, they undertook, 
and did publish a monthly periodical at 
diferent times and places, but its circula- 
tion was very limited, and their office, . 
press and type have been three times 
entirly destroyed by mobs and incendia- 
ries. Fourth,—they had to sustain the 
shock of an overwhelming religious in- 
fluence opposed to them by the combined - 
powers of every sect in America—they 
had to contend with the prejudices of 
the ignorant and the per of the learned, 
together with all the lying slanders and 
misrepresentations which the devil and 
all his emissaries on earth could invent; 
while at the same time the combined 
powers of earth and hell were hurlinga 
storm of persecution unparalelid in the 
history of the world. They were insult- 
ed by mobs, their houses torn down 6r 
burned, their goods destroyed and fields 
of grain laid waste, some of them were 
cast into dungeons and there kept for 
months loaded with chains. Yea more— 
some of them were shot; others had 
their brains dashed out; others were 
whipped to death; otherf were cut in 
pieces with swords knives, corn-cutters, 
&c., while the whole socicty, at one 
time amounting to about 12 000 souls, 
were banished from the State of Missouri 
and driven two hundred miles from their 
lands, houses, homes and property, ia the 


winler season; and this by thé order of 


| 
| 
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ithe Executive of Missouri, one of the 
free and independent states of this boast- 
ed republic, And the blood of many 
of these people now stains the soil of 
Missouri because of their religious prin- 
ciples, in this their native land; the land 
of boasted liberty and equal rights, whose 
officers, both of the state and nation, 
have been deaf to the voice of innocence, 
imploring at their feet for justice and 
protection in the enjoyment of — their 
rights as American citizens. And no 
doubt many of the instruments of these 
diabolical proceedings verily thought 
they were doing God service, being in- 
spired by the press and pulpit, and en- 
couraged by the officers of state; or what 
is still worse, by the personal example 
of both officers of state and professed 
preachers of the gospel, who were actu- 
ally the leaders and abettors of all the 
above horrible deeds. But under all 
these conflicting circumstances, this work 
has spread and has penetrated every state in 
the Union from Maine to Missouri as well as 
the Canadies. It has reacheed the islands of the 
sea—it has spread nearly all over England, 
and is now preached in Ireland, Scotland and 
Wales—all this in the short space of ten years, 
Churches are organized and conferences are 
held in a!] these regions, and the number of 
disciples who have already embraced this work 
is from an hundred to an hundred and twenty 
thousand. What but the arm of the Omnipotent 
could have moved it forward thus! Under the 
conflicting circumstances referred to above, 
surely it is a marvelous work and a wonder, 
causing the wisdom of the wise to perish and 
the understanding of the prudent tobe hid. But 
_ again, another feature about this work which 
constitutes it marvelous and wonderful among 
_ the people of this generation js, these preachers 
profess no authority from antiquity to ad- 
minister the gospel ordinances, but say that an 
-wngel has come down from the midst of heaven, 
and conforred on them the priesthood and au- 
» thority to preach and administer the everlasting 
gospel unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
' to.every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, ssyiug with « loud voice, fear God and 
give glory to hitn for the hour of his judgement is 
come: and worship him that made heaven and 
earthfand the sea and the fountains of waters. 
(See Revelations 14th chap. 6th and 7th verses.) 
And they: profess to be apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers, all inspired 
by the Holy Ghost, just like the ancient offi- 


eers of the church and kingdom -of Ged — 


(See Ephesions 4th chap. 11th 12th and 13th 
verses.) Also the believers in this Book of 
Mormon, being baptized for the remission of 
sins and receiving the laying on of hands by 
these apostles and prophets, they speak with 
new tongues and prophesy, cast out devils, 
and sometimes lay hands on the sick and they 
recover, and thus one has given him by the 
Holy Ghost the word of wisdom, and another 
the word of knowledge, and another faith, and 
another the gifts of healing, and another the 
working of miracles, and another prophecy, and 
another the diserning of spirits, and another 
divers kinds of tongues, and another the inter- 
pretation of tongues—just as was anciently 
given to the church of Christ. (See Ist Cor. 
12th chap.) And in consequence of these gifts 
the blind are made to see, the deaf to hear, the 
meek increase and their joy is in the Lord, and 
the poor rejoice in the Holy One of Ierael. 
Also, they that erred in spirit come to under- 
standing, and they that murmured learn doc- 
trine. All these things are marvelous to this 
generation because their fear towards God is 
taught by the precepts of men, and they know 
nothing of inspiration or the power of God, 
therefore they have a form of godliness but deny 
the power thereof. From such rays Paul turn 
away. (See 2nd Timothy iii: 1—9.) 


From the Gospel Reflector. 
SPIRITUALIZING THE SCRIPTURES. 


As we intend in this and the following 
numbers of this work to enter into a 
scriptural investigation of the | of 
Christ, and the work of God ae last 
days, it is necessary to establish some 
definite rule for interpretation. 

The idea of spiritualizing the writings 
of the prophets and apostles, and consid- 
ering them. the same in amount as ull 
ries, or so highly figurative that none but 
the learned can understand them, is cer- 
tainly repugnant to the word of God; and 
has involved communities in darkness, 
and led thousands of precious souls who 
had but a common education astray, and 
caused them to say,-“great is the myste- 
ry of the scriptures and who can under- 
stand them except the learned.” ‘They 
peruse the scriptures, but in vain, for 
tradition and popular opinions have es- 
tablished the ion mentioned system of 
interpretation, and they never dreamed 
that-the contents of the bible were to be - 
as literally understood, as those of any 
other book. 

Some mistify the whole of the sacred 
volume, others such parts as-does not suit 


| | 
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their particular tenets. Indeed, 1 must 
confess that this system above mentioned, 
which has been curried into éffect, and 
practised for the last several hundred 
years, has been the most effectual scheme 
for the propagation of the modern sys: 
tems of religion, that has ever been invent- 
ed. For who would have ever thought 
that the church of Christ in this age of 
the world was to be organized different 
from what it was in the days of the apos- 
tles, had it not been fer the spiritualizing 
system? Who would have dreamed this 
when the scriptures are so plain on this 
subject, if all had believed them as they 
read? This evil practice which the cler- 

are guilty of has thrown a mist of 
» freed over the plain and simple truths 
that are in the bible: and they have also 
used it as a cloak for their iniquities. It 
also has given the wild and enthusiastic 
too much latitude for their enthusiasms: 
it has caused splits in societies, and bas 
been the means of many controversies.— 
Again, there are thousands of individuals 
to this day wh» believe they cannot un- 
derstand the seriptures when they read 
them, because they do not believe they 
mean what they say. ‘Therefore, books 
of commentaries have been written inter- 
pretihg the scriptures, and indeed bend- 
ing them to suit their diflerent religious 
tenets instend of arrang:ng their tenets 
to agree with the scrip.ures. Ido not 
pretend to say that parables are to be con- 
sidered any thing else but parables; but 
the explanations that Christ gave of his 
parables aré to be taken literally. Nei- 


ther do | pretend to say but what there || 


are figurative expressions in the bible, as 
well asin any other book. We often ex- 
prsss our views by figurative expressions, 
and illustrate subjects by comparisons; but 
who ever thought of mistifying our liter- 
al relation of facts. When we read oth- 
er works we do not think that the author 
said one thing and nreant another, and 
why should we have such a conjecture 
with rd to the scriptures? | leave 
the erto answer this question for 
himeelf, Again it ie a very singular 
thing and a very unreasonable one too, 
that God should make known bis will, 
and cause it to be written to the human 
family aad command all to obey it, and 
at the same time in so mysterious a way 
that none but the learned can understand 
it. Christ chose illiterate men for his 


apostles, and Paul says, “not many wise 


men were called but God had chosen the 
weak things of this world to confound the 
wisdom of the wise:’’ and it is a strange 
thing that they have preached the law of 
God, and written the same for the bene- 
fit of future generations, and that none 
but the wise of this world can compre- 
hend it. Furthermore, admitting the 
scriptures are to be spiritualized, it is un- 
reasonable to suppose that uninspired 
men are capable to interpret them, and 
give the true meaning; for it most cer- 
tainly will require the same spirit of in- 
spiration to interpret, that dictated the 
writer to write them. 

Peter says, “‘we have also a more sure 
word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise in “your 
heart; knowing this first, that no prophe- 
cy of scripture is of any private inter- 
pretation.” —2 Peter i. 19,20. A light 
in a dark place isan excellent thing to 
enable any person to guids his foot steps 
in the right path:—so are the scriptures 
a sure guide in the path of holiness when 
we read ana apply them according to Pe- 
ter’s rule of interpretation: “no prophecy 
of the scripture is of any private interpre- 
tation.” We shall now examine the lit- 
eral fulfilment of prophecy that is already 
fulfilled, that the reader may see the pro- 
priety, and necessity of adopting the 
above rule for the application and inter- 
pretation of prophecy yet future. We 
will commence with the Lord’s prophecy 
to Noah. 

In the days of Noah the inhabitants of 
the earth were very wicked, and the Lord 
in his just wrath resolved to destroy them, 
if they would not repent and forsake their 
evilways. Therefore, He prophecied to 
Noah that He would bring a flood of wa- 
ters upon the earth and destroy all flesh: 
He also commanded Néah to build an ark 
for the saving of himself and famly.— 
Now if Noah had considered this any 
thing else than a literal relation of facts, 
and considered it the figure of some spir- 
itual event, and the ark a spiritual one, 
he most certainly would have perished 
with the Antediluvians. He had no knowl- 
edge of the modern spiritualizing system, 
therefore he moved forward and prepar- 
ed the ark to the saving of himself and 
family. The next prediction we willno- . 
tice is the Lord’s to Abraham, telling him 
that his seed shall remain in bondage 
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four hundred years. (See Gen. xv. 13,14.) 
Moses says, the children of Isracl were in 
bendage four hundred years. (See Ex. 
40.) Indeed, Joseph’s interpretation 
of Pharoh’s dream, nnd prediction of the 
seven years’ famine; and Moses’ fredic- 
tions to the children of Israel in the wil- 
derness, were all literally fulfilled. Isaiah’s 
prophecy to Hesekiah that his days should 
be lengthened fifteen years, and also his 
rophecy concerning the destruction of 
bylon were literally fulfilled. Also 
Jeremiah’s prophecy that the Jews should 
be taken to Babylon and there remain in 
bondage seventy years, which was liter- 
ally fulfilled We might cite the reader 
to passages of this kind and their literal 
fulfilment, till he would be weary reading 
them; but we forbear knowing that the 
honest in heart are willing to accept of a 
’ few asa sample of the literal fulfilment, 
of prophecy. it sufficeth, to say that all 
true prophecies, when the prophets said 
thus and thus saith the Lord, were liter- 
ally fulfilled. For instance the predic- 
tions coneerning the first coming of Christ, 
and the important events connected with 
the history of his life, were all fulfilled to 
the very letter: and the fact that the apos- 
tles, whenever they quoted a prophecy 
from the Old Testament, applied it as a 
literal relation of facts without making 
any comments upon it whatever, is suffi- 
cient proof that the predictions of the 
prophets generally, were designed as lit- 
eral relations of facts not to be spiritual- 
ized. 1 always take it for granted when 
] hear any person spiritualizing the scrip- 
tures, that he isan unbeliever, and is try- 
ing to modify, or convert them’ unto 
something else to suit his notions or te- 
nets. At the same time he professes to 
be a believer; but when we sum up the 
whole of his spiritualizing, we discover 
that he disbelieves what the prophets and 
apostles said, but believes what they 
meant. The infidels would be willing] to 
believe the bible if they could have the 
_ privilege of manufacturing it over to suit 
. themselves. And | conclude by saying 
that it is time that this evil practice of 
spiritualizitig the scriptures, which is so 
closely connected with priestcraft, was 
’ done away, thatthe noble and the ignoble, 
the learned and thé unlearned, may read 
the sacred book and-understand it, and no 
Jonger trust to others tointerpret for thom. 
“Cursed is he that’ putreth his trust in 
man or makcth flesh his drm.” ~ Pau. 


TIMES AND SEASONS: 


OF NAUVOO, 
SATURDAY, JANUARY t, 1842. 


OFFICERS. 


~ It is supposed by many abroad that all of ons 


officers are Mormons—this, however, is not the 
case. A large number of the officers of the 
Nauvoo Legion; several members of the City 
Council, both Aldermen and Councillors; and 
a large portion of the Regents of the University ; 
are not members of any church—many of them 
are old citizens who resided here long be- 
fore_we were driven from Missouri. This will 
show to the world that although, numerically; 
we far exceed the remaining portion of the 
community in this vicinity, we are not disposed 
to exercise that power to the exclusion of men 
of sterling worth ond integrity, simply because 
they do not believe in our religion. All we 
ever asked was that we might have the privi- 
leges of other men—the supremacy of the 
Constitution and the Laws should be paramount 
to every other consideration. 


THE UNIVERSITY. 
' Tn the last No. of the Times and Seasons the 
Chairs of Rueronic Lerrenrs, and 
Cuurcn History, were blended by mistake— 
the Professorship of Rurtoric Betizs Lar- 
TERS is yet vacant. 


“FOREIGN. 
We have just received the first No. of the 


Qnd vol. of “the Millennial Star,” from which . 


we learn that the work is still spreading rapid- 
lyin Eng. We make the following extract. 
“This number commences a new 
volume of our little periodical. » Our 
aim will be to set forth the ‘truth in 
its simplicity, and to pursue the same 
undeviating course that we have the 
At the opening of this new cam- 
paign we find the cause of truth beset 
with foes on every hand. The war 
between old and corrupt mstitutions 
and the new and everlasting cove- 
nant is waxing warm—the enemy is 
on the alert—the alarm. trump is 
sounding loud through all theimranks 
—the line of battle is extending far 


and wide over the plains of Babel.’ — 
“The pure testimony ‘and vile per- — 


secution mas 
Will come to closé battle @'re Tong.” 
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~ In taking a view of the enemy’s for- 
cesdrawn-up in order of battle we be- 
hold the eld lady upon the scarlet- 
coloured beast, surrounded with all 
the splendor of her court, and on her 
right her eldest daughter, the Protes- 
tant Establishment of England, array- 
ed in royal splendor, and clad in robes 
of state. Wealth, honor and luxury 
alure her votaries, and numberless 
clergy follow in her train. On her 
left, along line of Methodists, of vari 
ous ranks. and orders, reformed, and 
re-reformed, and scarcely less formid- 
able than ‘their venerable mother and 
grandmother. . Next foliows the Cal- 
vinists, Unitarians, Baptists, Luthe- 
rans, Presbyterians, Campbellites, Ir- 
winites, and Socialists; while the ex- 
treme rear is composed of drunkards, 
gamblers, profane swearers, thieves, 
and robbers. However these sever- 
al troops may differ in other points 
among themselves, they are all united 
in unholy alliance, and combined 
against the saints, and cne spirit 
seems to pervade them all. 

On the other hand, we behold a 
handful of men, or rather of stripling 
vouths, presenting a small but formid- 
able front. ‘They are clad im robes 
of simplicity—covered with a mantle 
of charity—their loins are girded 
with truth—while in their right hand 
isa sword,* and in their 
left the shield of faith. “A bright and 
glittering gem of joy sparkles on their 
brow, and hope and confidence, 
mate their bosoms; while far on high 
their.standard 1s unfurled to the breeze 
—an ensign of icant to the nations 
—and the golden letters of xnowt 
Free are inscribed on its folds. 


Such is the view which the two 
armigs present at the present time. 
Even now we behold them rush to the 
battle. See! the air is darkened—it.is 


a shower of arrows from the hosts of 


warded off by; the si ie'd of faiths Now 
and then an arrow of is hurled 
back upon the enemy: it pierces their 
hearts, and their ranks are thinned 
and deserted. A shout is heard 
through the hosts of Israel: truth will 
prevai!—the day is ours~—and so goes 
the battle. 

Since the departure of our brethren 
of the Twelve for America, which 


was on the 21st of April, we continue 
to receive cheering accounts from 
London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liver- 
pool, Bumingham, and various other 
placés, giving very interesting news of 
the success of the Saints. Scores and 
hundreds are being baptized unto re- 
pentance, and are enjoying the holy 
spirit according to promise. Several 
are added to the Church here in %*: n- 
chester almost daily.” 


VOICE OF WARNING. 
Py the peliteness of Elder J. Fielding, wo 
have before us a copy of the first English edi- 
tron of the “Voice of Warning,” and feeling 
assured that it would be interesting to our read- 
ers, we cheerfully insert the preface to that edi- 
tion. 


“PREFACE TO THE EUROPEAN 
EDITION. 


When the following work was first 
published in 1837, it was but little known, 
and seémed to meet with little or no ép- 
soaaegprtent: Months passed away and 
very few copies were sold or read. But 
‘to the astonishment of the author it work- 
ed itself into notice more and more, by 
the. blessing of God, and by virtue of its 
own real meérits; till in two years the 
first edition consisting of three thousand 
copter were all sold and many more call- 
d@ for. A new edition was published in 
1839, consisting of two thousand five hun- 
dred copies. ‘These are now dis of, 
and the demend is still increasing both in 
America and Europe. 


. | “on It has already found its way into most 
The of the American States and into the prov- 
inted with: prejudice. || Of..the Canadas, as well as many 
& dipped in the poison of slander, false | England, Scotland, Ireland, and 
and fall] visited the collages of the 
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its perusal without a deep and settied con-yand be cslebrated by heppy millions yet 
viction of the truth of its principles. junborn. With an assurance that the 

The author has now in possession the} principles of this work will yet prevail 
teatimony of hundreds of people from dif: |jover the whole earth, this new edition of 
ferent States and Nations, all bearing||the Voice of Warning is now sent forth, 
witness that this work has been a meansjjand should the author be called to sacri- 
in the hands of God of saving them from| fice his life for the cause of truth, yet he 
infidelity—and from Sectarian error and} will have the conselation that it will be 
delusion, and guiding them into the light|/said of him as it was said of Abel: viz. 


of truth. |*He, being dead, yet 4.” 

All these considerations, and an intense | PARLEY P. PRATT. 
desire to impart the trath to mankind as|} Manchester, England, Sept. ist, 1841. 
widely as possible, have induced the au- —- : 
thor to send forth this new edition; which} COMMUNICATIONS 


he tly desires may prove a blessing 
to t nds who are yet gfovelling in 
darkness and superstition, and lead them 


Nauvoo, Dec. 28, 1841, 
Dear Br. Robinson:—I| beg leave to ex- 
to the true fold of God. press to you and, the church at large the 
- If there be any thing to admire, or any || feelings of my heart on my return from 
thing praiseworthy in this work, the au- || England to this place. | 
thor has no claim to the honour, or the our years last June I left Kirtland in 
praise; it is justly due to Him:who is the||company with our beloved brethren who 
source and fountain of all Truth. The|| composed the first mission to that land; 
author was an husbandman, inured to the|| the main body of the church at that time 
plough—unpolished by education, un-|| were in Kirtland, and we left our beloved 
taught in the schools of modern Sectari-|| President and Prophet, confined to his bed 
anism, (falsely called “Divinity’’)—rear- || by sickness, and the enemies of the truth 
ed in the wilds of America, with a mind || were raging with madness, ready to de- 
independent, untramelied,and free. Hej/vour; when | look at what has been done 
drank of the pure fountain of truth, un- since that time, in spite of all that then 
sullied and unmixed, as it unfolded in ma- || threatened, and all that has.opposed, when 
tl read of the work performed, the perse- 
cution endured and surmounted, ian Far 
West, which I need not pe srg with 
t 


in the following volume,—not veiled in|ja general knowledge of what has been 
mystery—not dressed in the pomp of high |idone beyond ‘the many waters, first .in 
sounding names, and titles, and learned || England, and from thence ing to 
terms—not adorned in the gay attire of|jother lands, and even to islands afar off, 


eloquence flowing from the panies [ behold many thousands exclusive of 
and the passions; but standing forth in|| America, included in the new and ever- 
the undress of its own native modesty, as} leeting covenant; or néar one thousand 
if conscious of the purity and innocence jiglready 

e is | not only tot |water, aod then crossing 

truth for the principles twenty miles, | found by the 
work, but also to several men who have/iof the moon,some neat cottages, 
been made the instruments in the hands | round with pickets, a sight which | 
of God to reveal the know of God to} not beheld in all my 
this generation, and to be foundérs | land, of one t : 


@re we'at our journey’s end? the 


ist 
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Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, by |i houses, but I did not ex 
whose instrumentality most of these glo- |i spreading itself beyond 


rious truths (so ‘well known to the an-jeye from one point, 4 
cients) have been restored to the knowl; of the foundation of a lai spacious 
edge of the world—and “whose zeal, la-}j building, this is the Temple,..we passed 
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built by divine command, | am informed election of a few to eternal life, and the 
we are to have made known to us the ful-| reprobation of the rest to eternal damna- 
ing the comma and in| 9 
cntiaigutiti of the mighty works to be per- |j short, it ee a wide epee wa all 
here; a magnificent building is||the notions of men on the subject of re- 
roe for the prs. wore of kings| demption, the gleams of light seen 
and nobles who shall hereafter visit this} the Pagans of various nations, derived 
place; when | view these things, in faith || them from some people who had the priest- 
believing that the coming of the Lord a and the a of the a of 
can scarcely remember from whence | risen in our hearts; but when i 
am, 80 different is my present condition | on these things Iam reminded at the same 
tothat; such a difference is there between || time, of the conflict and war to be sus 
ror. ject of tismal Font || number o ure 
s also truly insareating to = and | bave| will be but small, nothing but the princi- 
no doubt to all the saints: for some time| ple of truth firmly ‘planted in the soul 
mption under 
covenant, it ie plain they could not stone, siting with the Savior 
come forth in the kingdom of God, as they | his throne, a eating of the trev 
had not been edoptes lly into it, net | life which is in the midst of the purudise 
ther could they be while there was _no|j of God, of being filled with inteiligence, 
priesthood, they had not been born of wa-} with light and truth, enables us to. look 
ter and the spirit, and if they should come] at the dreadful conflict with firmness and 
into the ki without this it would fal-|| composure of mind, the sting of death is 
w woo w martyrs a avi : 
light ve and w no } souls a desire to bring re aj 
mn rejoiced in the fulness of the gospel || and equal possession of that felicity which 
had they had it, be denied this privilege? is to be bestowed upon us at that day. 
It t, perhaps those who receive!) Itis a remarkable fact that we are call- 
the priesthood in these Inst days would||ed to be one, and the Lord says if ye are 
baptize them at the coming of the Savior,|| not one, ye are not mine, and weare de- 
and thie would fulfil the words of the Sa-|| pendent on each other as links in one vast 
the kingdom God,—but the children|| yet we have to be independent in ancther 
of the kingdom shall be cast out, as fool- 


2, 


the darkness and scattered the 

which ence perplexed my: mind and I be- 
hold the means which hath devised || p ny say a0 
that his bagished ones may be brought|| independent God, or at least equal. with. 
back again; every step I take in survey-|| Jesus Christ; it is experience that makes 

ing the of heaven, and the wisdom||us wise, therefore let the winds blow and — 
m the storm beat, from whatever quarter, 
jour souls shall rest in the faith of the 
clothed with humility, and. filled 
| with sincerity, and charity, and while we — 
| the order which God 


probation each will be aa | may 


ish Virgms, Dut a touch o ne OUr piace act our part, as thougr 

| we were alone, and leaning on no one, : 
suchas I cannot describe, | contrast it} has placed in his church, can . 
with the narrow, coutracted views of part} barm us, and we will sa. sits web, al 
of the Christian. world who hold with thejis well. JOSEPH IELDING. 


650 


For the Times and Seasons. 
Esquire Ropinson:— 

W hat think you of the “Signs 
of the Times?” But yesterday tne hea- 
vens gathered blackness, and the charnel- 
house of our people, in Missouri, was 
like the famed *‘valley of the son of Hin- 
nom;” to-day, the noble bird of Jove 
_ perches upon the pole of liberty!’ Then, 
when they ‘*Let loose the dogs of war,” 
I saw the blood-stained traces of thou- 
sands weltering in their gore; now the 
bright celestial orb smiles upon every 
effort, and the God of Daniel fills the 
heart with gladness. A new era has 
commenced in the history of the world. 
Kingdoms and empires are crumbling 
inte dust, ond great political revolutions 
are effected without the eflusion of blood 
—the arts, sciences, and learned profes- 
sions, are undergoing radical and impor- 
tant changes—religion alone stands aback 
—with the sects it stands aback; but not 
so with Zion! ‘Out of Zion, the per- 
fection of beauty, God hath shined”— 
the little stone is becoming a mighty rock, 
and the Saints of Latter Days are now 
beginning to bask in the sun-shine of 
God’s benignity. Look at our beautiful 
city, swarming with a busy, free, and 
enterprising population; and our magnifi- 
cent temple, moving forward like the ark 
of the covenant in by-gone days! Tru- 
ly *‘God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble.”” He has 
been to us a crown of glory, and a dia- 
dem of beauty; and for us, the residue 
of his people, ‘‘A spirit of judgement to 
him that sitteth in judgement, and for 
strength to them that‘turn the battle to 
the gate.” By hundreds, and by 
thousands are the people hearing and 
obeying, the glad tidings of salvation. 
The north has given up, the south 
has not kept back, the sons of God are 
gathering from far, and his daugaters 
from the ends of the earth. The domes 
of this stupendians city, this great gath- 
ering place for the saints, will soon be 
‘towering in the air; and soon it will be 
said of it as it was said of its great proto- 
type, *‘Beautiful for situation, the Joy of 
the whole earth,is Mount Zion,on the sides 
of the north the city of the Great King.” 
The word has gone forth, “Gather my peo- 
ple together;” and they are gathering— 
the air already darkens with the happ 
multitude. The throhg increases— 
ocean heaves, bearing upon her proud 


bosom thousands of human beings, just 
loosed from tyranny and oppression, 
from the land of despotism, to this fair 
haven of repose—*The iand of the free, 


and the home of the brave.”’ But it stops Hi To n 
not here. Our rivers groan with the 
weight of emigrants, borne upon the face Hi nti 
of the waters, on their way to Navvoofm™ 
—the beautiful city of rest; and ‘thou: fi 122" 
sands more are on their way. Great fm GOV 
God! who can foresee the perfection IM for 
of glory that awaits the grand result— 
the finale—for the kingdoms of this world 
are soon to become the “Ki ms of our fam 
Lord, and of his Christ.” For **When fm like 
the Lord shall build np Zion, he shall Hi was 
appear in his glory. He will regard .on 
the prayor of the destitute, and not de- - 
spise their prayer.’”’ ‘For he hath look 
ed down from the height of his sanctuary; im ® B 
from heaven did the Lord ‘behold the Hj mor 
earth; to hear the groaning of the pris- BM our ; 
oner, to loose those that are appointed Cole 
to death; to declaro the name of. the | 
Lord in Zion, and his praise in Jeruss- 
lem; when the people are gathered to 
ther, and the kin to serve the My gras 
rd.”’ The vallies shall be exalted, men 
the hills shall be brought low, the barren I we } 
and desolate places shall become fruitful HH can, 
fields, and all nature will be decked in part 
her loveliest garb; the silver queen of MM an 
night will shine in her beauty, and the BM nedy 
golden king of day in his strength; and BM ate ; 
the ‘saints, too, will be changed from of 0 
poverty to affluence—abiding ‘wealth jy 
they will rear sanctuaries and palaces, HB coy; 
and wear palms of victory, and diadems HM of }, 
of glory, glittering with choicest gems BM then 
For it will uttered with the voice of MM for 
ten thousand thunders—“God hath spo- 
ken in his holiness, I will rejoice; 1 willl frie 
divide Shechem, and mete out the valley 
of Succoth. Gilead is mine, Mannasseh God 
is mine; Ephraim‘also is the strength of con, 
mine head: Judah is my lawgiver; 
is my wash-pot; over Edom will casi jibe, 
out my shoe; over Philistia will [tit uc 
umph.” This, too, is at hand, ‘the 
of righteous retribution is at hand, wheal 
God shall make up<his jewéls. 
then, O ye people! Give tar, O ye 
habitants of the shot 
low, rich ond poor, r; for ahd 
will gather his people to Zion.” Stand =" 
still, therefore, and see the salvation lM or , 
God! 
| frie 
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-cat’s-paws amongst us. We voted for 


friends our friends—we are willing 
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to cast our benncrs on the air, and fight 

by hia side in the cause of humanity, 

jand equal rights—the cause of liberty 

land the law. SNYDER, and Moorg, are 

December 20th, A. D. 1841. | jis friends—they are ours. These men 
’ are free from the prejudices and super- 


To my friends in Illinois:— jare 
The Gubernatorial Con-/jstitions of the age, and such ncn we /ore, 


a jand such men will ever receive our sup- 
ention of the State of Illinois have 
for | Port: be their political predilections what 


they may. ‘Snyder, and Moore, are 

GOVERNOR, and Coronet. Jonn Moore || known to ve our their friendship 

Ce take |j tried. e will never be jusily charge 

ace in Av 

Jupes Dovexass, and Esq. Warten, — JOSEP H SMITH. 
was an.intimate friend of GexgraL Ben: | os THE 
nett long before that gentleman became 
a member of our community; and Gener- 
al Bennett informs us that no men were} 7 
more efficient in assisting him to procure} August, 1941. 


Ae avait According. to previous notice, the El- 
our great chartered privileges than were | ders and members of the branches of the 


Colonel Snyder, and Colonel Moore-—V Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
They are sterling men, and friends of}/Saints, composing the Gennessee Confer- 


equal rights—opposed to the’ oppressor’s|jence, met at the time and place above 


grasp, and the tyrant’s rod. With such istated, and proceeded to business, by 


ichoosing Elder Almon Babbett, of Kirt- 
men at the head of our State Government Il jand, President, and L. E. Harrington, 
we have nothing to fear. In the nextiClerk, | 
canvass we shall be influenced by no} On motion of the President, a commit- 
party consideration—and no Carthageni-jtee of three were chosen to receive and 
an coalescence or collusion, with ourtinvestigate notices of ordination. Where- 
pedple, will be suffered to affect, or oper=] upon Elders Charles Thompson, James 
ate against, General Bennett or any other 


my other} Bartholfand Joel McWithey were appoint- 
of our tried friends already semi-official- led said committee. PPO" 


ly in the field; sothe partizans inthis} After singing and prayer, the Presi- 
county who expect to divide the friends} dent read from the book of Doctrine and 
of humanity and equal rights will find}Covenants concerning the duties of the 
themselves tmistaken—we care not a fig, officers and members of the church, also 


for Whig or Democrat: they are both}! proceeded to miake some remarks con- 
alike to us; but we’ shiall go for our) cerning them, and the proper business of 
friends, our TRIED FRIENDe; atid the cause}the conference which were instructive 
of human liberty which is the Cause Ol land appropriate. 

God. We are aware that “divide Elder C. Thompson presented an ad 


conquer” isthe watch-word with many, | case from the Batavia branch, re- 
a 


but with us it cannot be done—we love}|ating to'priest Tyler receiving an Elders 
liberty too -well—we have: suffered toolllicence or ordination froma branch to 
much to be easily duped—we have ho} which he did not belong; after many ex- 
jplanations by those interested, and the 
General because we loved) president, the ordination was confirmed. 
him—he was a gallant officer and a tried | Adjourned for one hour. 
statesman; ‘but is mo reason why we} Met pursuant to udjournmeat; Confer- 
should ‘always be governed by his friends|| ence opened by singing and prayer. — 
—he is now pap, and all of his friends} Elder J. Barthol represented the Bata- 
are not ours, We claim the privileges) via branch containing 30 members in 
of freemen,.and shall act accordingly.|I good standing, & Elders, 2°Priests, 
Dovetass is a Master Spwrit, and Teacher; 1 member expelled and 3 bap- 
tized sinée last conference. 


STATE GUBERNATORIAL 
CONVENTION. 
City of Nauvoo, Illinois, 


Minutes of a Coaference held in Ailtica, 
Wyoming co., N. Y. on the 28-Oth uf 
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Teacher Moore represented the Ack- 
ron branch, consisting of 53 members. 
all in geod Standing but one; 4 Elders, 2 
Priests, 2 Teachers, and 1 Deacon; 1 ex 
pelled and 2 deaths since last Conference. 

Eider McWithey represented the Ben- 
nington branch consisting of 26 members 
in good standing. 1 Eldar, 1 Priest, and | 
Teacher; 1 expelled. 


Priest Sprague represented the Castile : 


branch, consisting of 10 members, 1 EI- 
der, 1 Priest, and 4 baptized. 

Priest Webster represented the Attica 
branch consisting of 11 members, | priest 
and 2 baptized. 

Elder Winnegar represented the Ala- 
bama branch, consisting of 11 members, 
1 Elder, 1 Teacher, and 3 Baptized.— 
Priest Wheeler of Alabama, having pre- 
viously denied the faith, and requested it, 
was cxpelled. 

Elder Stratton represented 5 members 
near Rochester, not organized. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 
o'clock. 

_ Met pursuant to adjournment. 

Heard and accepted the report of the 
committee.of investigation. 

Elder Almon Babbett was appointed 
(o address the Conference. He spoke on 
the subject of Daniel’s interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezer’s dream, his vision of the 
beasts, kingdoms, &c. 

In the afternoon, Elder C. Thompson 
delivered a discourse on the gathering of 
Israel, the book of Mormon, Fe. | 

_ On Saturday evening. Sunday morn- 

and Sunday evening, mectings were 
he ,in which several short addresses 
were made by different Elders, Priests 
and members, all tending to give life and 
interest to the occasion on which they 
were assembled. 

There were several ordinations, bap: 
tisms, d&&c., administered, which | have 
not the minutes of in possessivn. 

fever to meet in Castile, Wyo- 
the last Saturday and 

mber next. 
ALMON BABBETT, President. 

L. E. Harzincton, Clerk. 


COMMON SCHOOL BOOKS ADOPTED. 
Extract from the minutes of the Board of 


“Universit of the City of Nau 
Illinios, Deo. 18th, D. 


Gentlemen of the Board pta:— 
Permit me to t 
for your avorrios, the Sellowing series of 


for Common Schools, which I bave ‘sarefally 
selected and approved; to wit: 
Town's Spelling Book. — 
Town's Introduction to Apalysia. 
Town's Ana 
M Vicker ‘s Political Econemy for Scheok. 
Girl's Reading Book, by M Sigourney. 
rs. 
Boy’s Reading Book, by Mra. 


Bennett's Book K 
Kirkham's English 
Olney’s 
JOHN C. NETT, Chancellor. 
Adopted as follows; to wit:. 


Yeas—Joecph Smith, Hyrum Smith, 
C. Rich, Heber C. Kimball, John Tay!or, N. 
K. Samuel H. Smith, John 


Nays—None. 
Absent—Sidney Rigdon, Daniel H. Wells, 
John T. Barnett, Wilson Law, John P. Green, 
ra Knight, Isaac Galland, Robert D Fos- 
James Adams, Samuel Bennett, 
Miiter, Lenos M. Knight, (Regents,) 12” 


As the above series of books has been adopted 
for the use of the Common Schools of this city, 
we would esteem it a favor if J. Onvitre Tar- 
ton, Esq., Secretary of the American Common 
School Society, No. 128 Fulton Street, City of 
New-York, wou'd furnish E. Rostxeds, Book- 
Seller and Stationer, City of Naavoe, Il inois, 
with the above works, for sale,at his ear!iest con- 
venience. The demand must neventari'y be 
great, as other school books will be exe’uded 
so soon as the above list can be obtained, Mr. 
Satem Tows, Aurora, Cayuga County, New- 
York, and James Baxwerr, Esq, Arlington 
House, Long Is!and, New York, would find it 


to their advantage to notice the adoption of the 
above séries. 


Will the New Yoru Henatp pease 
re-publish the above? 
Any communications on the subject addressed 
to Rosixsox, 
Editor of the Times & Seasons; 
City 


Will receive prompt 


NEW YORK WEEKLY 
Gorpow Bexxerr, 
Extract from the minuter of the City Council. 
“The Council then received the ; following eom- 
monication from the Mayor; to wit: . 
of Navvoo, Ilinois, 
Ofion, Doo. A. 184. 
Aldermen and Councillors:— 
Permit me to call wie 


| 


able and persevering Editor—James 


REESE SEES 


tention to that exeellent and useful  paper— 
“Tux New Yoru Weract its 


SLOT ESA ES 


< 


BEFSESEF 


a 


| | 
{ 
| nnett, (Chancellor.) 13. 
| 
j 
: 
} 
+ 
| 
| 


It ia said that the six absentees are all in favor 
of the above proceedings; and amongst the nu- 


GF cate end metous spectators present there was but one 
ion to men and | feeling—a feeling approbatory of the act of the 
tade isa property of mental || City Council. Thus has the ‘‘Zoroaster,” the 
Sod “Odin,” the “Confecius,” the “Charlemagne,” 
Herald, and the warmest gratitude is due | the ‘*Napolion,” of the American presse received 
; bat merited, demonstration of praise 
t t of us in matter our public authorities. 
ho i ty liberal; 
mitted inte the i fom the eryrer ond “CHOIR OF THE STAKE OF ZION 
saith fee the oreje.| UN THE CITY OF NAUVOO.” 
dices and supertitions of the age. That deserv-'| The Choir of Singers presented a 
edly , and widely circulated paper, bs}\ tition to the Board of Re nts of the Uni- 
ble benefit to ‘us, as a people, ee 
e te the ears of thousands, who||Tsity, at their last sitting, for the ap- 
ak aie have remained in ignorance, || pointment of a ‘Professor and Wardens 


correct information in relation to our doctrines||in the Department of Music in the Uni- 
and men and our measares: and, versity of the City of Nauvoo,”’ to con- 
other | Stitute a board for the regulation of Mu- 
journal, Sea- which was adopted, and 
sons” are freq + republished in the Herald |\t wing persons appointed; to wit: 
rach before the ubecribers GUSTAVUS HILLS, Professor. 
Seasons”—) in that city, reecive their regular Warvens. 

files from Nauvoo! the Herald, li , uni-B. S. WILBER, le Ward. 

"| STEPHEN H. GODDARD. 2nd Ward. 
| TITUS BILLINGS, 3rd Ward. 

of such a paper, should receive from usa favora-/| JOHN PACK, 4th Ward. 

ble demonstration in our corporate pe mm be The Chancellor, General Bennett, 
action. All of is submitted. | fecommendec the Regents to instruct 
|the board composed of the Professor and 
| Wardens, aforesaid, to prohibit the fat | 
}sound of the notes, and adopt the broad; 
|whereupon General Joseph Smith, ob- 
|served “I move the instruction, for I was 


per received at our P 


in-|| Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the City 
Council of the City of Nauvoo, That if 

or “New iitol, or r fire arms, idly or foy sport 
Your Henan,” and thus be found! amusement, in the night, or on ‘Sun. 
day, the person so doing shall forfeit and 
ipay a fine not exceeding fifty Dollars; 
provided, that nothing herein contained, 
‘iishall be construed to affect any officer 
,jof this- city for firmg or shooting as 
aforesaid while in the execution of his 


Sec. 2. That if any person shall - 
ecute another before the authorities. of 
this city, (in a criminal case,) and fail 
to procure 8 conviction, said person sha 
be taxed with the costs of suit, if sai 


Absent—John P. Green, Jonn T. Barnett, 
Vinson Wilson Law, Lyman t, 


Denial H. Wells, (Alderman.)6” janthoritied shall consider it a malicious 


Benwerr. The public press, 
honorable Editor of the New York Weekly Her-|| always opposed to any thing fat’ The 
ald—Jamues Gonpow Baxnarr, Eaq., is deserving|| motion prevailed— Nem. con. 
of the lasting gratitude of this community for} : 
as a people us in inance concern ré arms, an 
W ill Willard Richards, Orson F 
(Couneillors.)’ William Marks, N. K. Whitney | duty. 
Sameel H, Bath, Orson Spencer. George W.| 
Harris, Gustavus Hills, Kimball, (Al- 
dermen,) John C, Bennett, (Mayor.) 19. | 
Nays—None. | : 


